[Prognosis of acute ischemia of the lower limbs in patients over 80 years of age. A prospective study].
To demonstrate the importance of age in the prognosis of acute lower limb ischemia, a prospective study was performed in 137 patients over 24 months. Group I contained 75 patients aged under 80 years and group II 62 patients aged over 80 years. Risk factors and previous history were equally distributed in the two groups. The level of arterial blockage and the treatment were comparable in the two groups. Mortality was higher in group II than in group I (p less than 0.01). In both groups deaths were principally due to cardiac causes and a revascularisation syndrome. Amputation at thigh level was more common in group II (p less than 0.01). Mortality was higher in group II for combined thigh level amputation and cardiac or coronary insufficiency (p less than 0.05). This study demonstrated that, in terms of prognosis of acute lower limb ischemia, the critical threshold is 80 years.